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Completing your Dissolution with Mediated Agreements 

Information and Resources

Congratulations on having completed the mediation process!  You have worked very hard to reach this point.  You can be very proud of having reached agreements and resolved concerns without litigation.

We advise all of our dissolution and/or parenting plan clients to consult and attorney prior to mediating, and to have an attorney review the agreement documents.  An attorney can give you legal advice regarding your agreements, will point out any concerns about your agreement, and advise you on next steps.  Consulting an attorney in this way does not mean that either of you are being adversarial; it is just an appropriate step in the process.  When you first contact an attorney, be sure to tell him/her that you have a mediated agreement, (or that you are using the mediation process) and that you want a pre-mediation or post-mediation consultation, so they know what kind of help you need.  You may ask the attorney to contact us; we will be happy to speak with the attorney at any time.  We do need your written permission to talk with them; use out Communication Release Form.  
If the two of you (you and your ex-spouse) are consulting the attorney together and agree on recommended changes then you may have the attorney draft the final document with the changes for you.  If you are each consulting separate attorneys, or if you do not agree on the suggested changes then we urge you to contact us.  We will set a time for another meeting to discuss any all changes to our original mediated agreements.  
At this point you have several options for completing your dissolution:

Documents:
1.  You may decide to create and file the final court documents yourself.  We will provide you with printed and digital copies of your agreements once they have been signed.  
2.  You may have an attorney create the final court documents.  We will provide your attorney with the documents they need so they can easily complete the filing process for you.  
Filing:
3.  You may decide to file the completed documents with the court yourself.  Filing these documents with the court is a tedious process requiring several steps, but filing yourself is possible and will minimize your costs.  Contact the Clark County Court Facilitator to ask about the process and make an appointment.
4.  You may decide to have an attorney file the final documents with the court for you.  Having this part done by an attorney will cost a bit more, but will save you a lot of headache and probably be quicker.  
Whatever path you decide to take, we have some resources that will be helpful - 
Attorneys: 

There are several attorneys in the area that will review your documents and file them for you (if you are in agreement with all necessary issues.)  Some offer these services on an “ala carte” basis, which means that you pay a flat fee for what the attorney does on your behalf. Some attorneys do not offer this type of service. Please discuss fees with the attorney, and tell him/her that you have a mediated agreement prior to your first meeting so that there are no misunderstandings about fees.  Mediation friendly attorneys we recommend:  


Nancy Retsinas

NELLOR | RETSINAS | CRAWFORD

1201 Main Street  Vancouver, WA 98660

Office:  (360) 695-8181  Fax:  (360) 695-8787 

nancy@nellorlaw.com
Victoria Kesala




Dru Horenstein
Attorney at Law




Attorney at Law
1409 Franklin Street, Suite 219


900 Washington Ste 1020  Vancouver, WA
Vancouver, WA  98660



360-699-1530
vkesela@gmail.com




dru@horensteinlaw.com 
Documents and Understanding the Process- All of the dissolution and parenting plan documents you may need, and instructions for going through the process are available at:  www.washingtonlawhelp.org    -select the family law link.  
Family Court Services - In Clark County you may need to meet with the Family Court Facilitator before you can get a court date.  For information about family court services go to-    http://www.clark.wa.gov/courts/clerk/family-court.html   
Clark County Superior Court Administrator: Jeffrey Amram 
Street Address: 1200 Franklin Street, Vancouver, WA 98660
Main phone: (360) 397-2150  Speech-to-Speech Relay Service (800) 833-6384 
Telebraille (800) 833-6385  TTY and Baudot (800) 6388  E-mail: famlaw@clark.wa.gov
Family Court Pro Se (without an attorney) Facilitator

Facilitator Location: 1200 Franklin Street, Vancouver WA (1st floor of Courthouse)
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:20 p.m.
Setting Appointments: Come in to set your appointment time. Appointment times are from 1:00 p.m. to 4:20 p.m., Monday through Friday. Walk in clients are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon Monday through Friday. The Facilitator is available for In-person assistance only, no telephone calls are accepted.

Other resources:

A comprehensive list of state and county resources on line:

http://www.clark.wa.gov/courts/links.html
Terry J. Lee


Law Office of Terry Lee


201 NE Park Plaza Drive, Suite 222


Vancouver, WA  98684


Phone: 360-891-1100 Fax: 360-891-1661




















This information is offered to help provide you with resources that may be appropriate in your situation.
It is not legal advice.  We advise you to obtain legal advice prior to beginning the mediation process, to review the complete mediated agreement, and at any time you have questions during the process.
Centerpoint Resolution Specialists, LLC

108 SE 124th Avenue  Vancouver,  WA  98684

Phone:  360/892-2992   Fax:  360/ 885-4944

